
Terrestrial and Aquatic Core Networks on the North Atlantic LCC’s Conservation 

Planning Atlas (hosted by Data Basin) 

Quick Start Guide 

This document is intended to guide you through accessing the Terrestrial and Aquatic Core Networks, 

two of the datasets that comprise the Connect the Connecticut gallery of science products on Data Basin.  

What is Connect the Connecticut? 

Connect the Connecticut outlines a network of priority of areas in the Connecticut River watershed for 

sustaining fish, wildlife, environmental processes, and associated benefits, such as flood protection and 

recreation. But more than just a map, it offers a set of data and tools that individuals and communities 

can use to make informed decisions about conservation, planning, and development in the 

watershed. These resources provide a broader regional context for decisions at any scale, and include 

supporting data that can help address questions related to land use and management, such as: 

 Where do important ecosystems and species habitats occur and overlap? 

 Where will climate change and sea level rise place the most stress on the landscape? 

 Where is development most likely to occur in the coming decades? 

Connect the Connecticut gives you the tools to answer these questions, and many more, as you evaluate 

conservation and planning opportunities where you live and work. 

For an overview of all of the tools, visit http://connecttheconnecticut.org/data-tools/.  

What are the Terrestrial and Aquatic Core Networks? 

These are an interconnected network of locations, in both terrestrial and aquatic settings, that 

represent the places considered most essential for conservation action. Collectively, this network is 

intended to represent those areas most important for maintaining the benefits provided to people by 

the fish, wildlife, and ecosystems of the watershed.  

What else is available besides the Terrestrial and Aquatic Core Networks? 

Other tools described on the website include 1) supporting data that can help in understanding and 

setting priorities within the interconnected network, but that also can be used independently; 2) 

restoration tools that can inform efforts to reconnect and enhance connectivity in streams and rivers as 

well as between blocks of terrestrial habitat that are separated by roads, and 3) future change tools that 

provide context for making more strategic decisions that take into account future changes related to 

climate and land use.  

http://connecttheconnecticut.org/data-tools/


The easiest way to access these maps is through the Connect the Connecticut gallery on Data Basin, but 

you can also navigate to them from the home page for the North Atlantic LCC’s Conservation Planning 

Atlas (Data Basin page) by mousing over Browse, selecting Galleries, and then clicking on the 

hyperlinked words “Connect the Connecticut” within the Recent Galleries section. 

 

 

  

http://nalcc.databasin.org/galleries/e51d8d30bb1c48329326d24160fbf832#expand=41443%2C43930
http://nalcc.databasin.org/galleries/e51d8d30bb1c48329326d24160fbf832#expand=41443%2C43930
http://nalcc.databasin.org/
http://nalcc.databasin.org/


Jump to the Aquatic Core Network instructions 

Terrestrial Core and Connector Network: Scroll down to the “Terrestrial design products” folder and 

click on the “Terrestrial Core and Connector Network, CT River Watershed” text. 

 



1. Starting with the preview page:  Note the “Description” on the right. It contains the full 

description for all the core and connector layers provided in the UMASS DSL Technical Report; 

there is also a link to the full Technical Report.  Abstracts for each dataset will be added  as they 

are completed. 

 

 

  



 

2. Below the image on the preview page there are 4 tabs.  If you click on the “Data Layers” tab you 

will see information about all the layers included in the network.  To select the layer you want 

more information on, click on the arrow in the “Layer” field for the drop down menu.  Once you 

have selected the layer of interest, scroll down to view the description, as well as the definition 

of the attributes, for that layer.  Example below: Terrestrial Tier 1 Cores 

 



3. Next, scroll back up and mouse over the preview image: an 

orange box that says “Open in Map” will appear. Click on 

the orange box   to open the data in the map view.   

 

 

 

4. First, check out the Layers tab on the left - click the word ‘Layers’ to expand the tab.  Notice that 

the default is the first 3 datasets (Tier 1 

Cores, Tier 1 Grassland Bird Cores, and 

Tier 1 Core Connectors) are turned on; 

however, we have also included a layer 

for the Terrestrial 2 Cores and 

Supporting Landscapes.  This will allow 

the map to draw faster when first 

opened and send the message that the 

Tier 2 Cores and Supporting Landscape 

support the primary core network.  

Check the boxes next to the layer name 

to turn them on and off.  

 

 

 

 

 



Scroll your mouse over one of the layers to make 

the blue arrow appear. Click on the blue arrow 

to view all options.  The first option listed is 

“details”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you click on details you will get a box that looks like this: 

This allows someone in the map 

to view the description of the 

dataset without always having 

to go back and forth between 

the map page and the preview 

page (this is true for all data, not 

just the Terrestrial and Aquatic 

Cores). 

  



 

5. Now, check out the Legend on the right.   Under most of the 

data layers there is blue text that tells us both the attribute 

layer being displayed by in the map (in this case they are all 

the TYPE field) AND tells the user to scroll their mouse over 

the text for more information.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here, in addition to the field definition, we include additional information about that layer.  For 

the core areas blurb we also provide a “TIP” that encourages users to use the identify tool to 

click on a core for more core specific details. 

 



6. Use the identify tool  

to click on a core. Select 

the Terrestrial Tier 1 Cores 

record by clicking on the 

hyperlink reading ‘1 

record’ (may also read ‘2 

records’, etc.). 

 

 

 

 

 

We include a message to the field name that 

says “SCROLL OVER FIELD NAMES for more 

information (in map view).” This is to remind 

users that if they scroll their mouse over blue 

text they can get more information.  In this case 

the information provided is the same attribute 

field definition provided in the table on the 

preview page.  This way, if you are in the map 

view and you forget what “import” means, for 

example, you can just scroll over that Field 

name instead of going back to the preview page, 

clicking on the data layers tab, etc.   

 

If you mouse over the Field name “ecoURL,” the 

field definition appears.  For both the external 

links to the Ecosystem and Species tables a note 

was added that an abstract would be coming 

soon that will provide the definitions for the 

field names in those two tables (currently, the 

field names are not intuitive, making the table 

hard to understand on its own).  

 

 

  



Aquatic Core Network: Scroll down to the “Aquatic design products” folder and click the “Aquatic Core 

Network and Buffers, CT River Watershed” text. 

 



1. Starting with the preview page:  Note the “Description” on the right. It contains the full description for 

the aquatic cores and aquatic buffer layers provided in the UMASS DSL Technical Report; there is also a 

link to the full Technical Report.  Abstracts for each dataset will be added  as they are completed. 

 
 

  



 

2. Below the image on the preview page there are 4 tabs.  If you click on the “Data Layers” tab you will 

see information about all the layers included in the network.  To select the layer you want more 

information on, click on the arrow in the “Layer” field for the drop down menu.  Once you have 

selected the layer of interest, scroll down to view the description, as well as the definition of the 

attributes, for that layer.  Example below: River and Stream (Lotic) Cores 

 
 

  



 

3. In addition to a description for each layer, the attribute field definitions are included 

 
4. Next, scroll back up and mouse over the preview image: 

an orange box that says “Open in Map” will appear. 

Click on the orange box  to open the data in the map 

view.   

 

 

 

5. First, check out the Layers tab on the left - click the 

word ‘Layers’ to expand the tab.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. Notice that the default is the first 3 datasets (River and 

Stream Cores, Lake and Pond Cores, and Aquatic Buffers - 

Threshold) are turned on; however, we have also included 

layers for Aquatic Buffers - Gradient and the River and 

Stream Network.  This will allow the map to draw faster 

when first opened and send the message that the River and 

Stream Network support the primary aquatic core networks.  

Check the boxes next to the layer name to turn them on and 

off.  

 

 

7. Scroll your mouse over one of the layers to make the blue 

arrow appear. Click on the blue arrow to view all options.  

The first option listed is “details”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



8. If you click on it, a pop up box appears and provides a description for the layer. This allows the users to 

have all the information about the layers while in the map view so one doesn’t have to constantly go 

back and forth between the preview page and the map. 

 
  



9. Now, check out the Legend on the right. We added additional 

information about the data layers into the legend,  including a 

“TIP” on how to obtain additional core information by using the 

Identify tool. (This differs from the Terrestrial data, which has 

additional windows that appear when you mouse over the Legend 

description)  

 

  

10. Use the identify tool to click on a core and select the record. 

Select the appropriate record by clicking on the hyperlink reading 

‘1 record’ (may also read ‘2 records’, etc.). The attributes for that 

core appear. 

 
11. If you scroll your mouse over a blue field name a box will appear 

with the attribute field description.  This is the same information 

that lives in the attribute description table under the “Data Layers” 

tab.   

12. For River and Stream cores, we include a message to the field 

name that says “SCROLL OVER FIELD NAMES for more information 

(in map view).” This is to remind users that if they scroll their 

mouse over blue text they can get more information.  In this case 

the information provided is the same attribute field definition provided in the table on the preview 

page.  This way, if you are in the map view and you forget what “System1” means, for example, you can 

just scroll over that Field name instead of going back to the preview page, clicking on the data layers 

tab, etc.  

 



13. The example shown below appears if you mouse over the Field name “System1,” which causes the 

definition to appear.   

 
14. The external URLeco link that will download the full Ecosystem Table for that core.  An abstract, once 

completed, will be included that provides the definitions of the attribute fields in the URLeco 

Ecosystem Tables. 


